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August 27, Employment Dinner

Table of Contents

Page 2: Director's Corner
Page 3: Admin Team 
Page 4: Cafe Unit
Page 5: Kitchen 
Page 6: Employment & Education
Page 7: Garden Update
Page 8: Announcements
Page 9: Social Events 

August  2025



AUGUST  2025 PAGE  2

Director's Corner

OUR SUCCESS  AT  H I L LSGROVE  CLUBHOUSE  I S  L INKED  TO OUR
BEL I E F  IN  THE  POWER  OF  H IGH  EXPECTAT IONS .    EACH PERSON THAT

WALKS  THROUGH OUR  FRONT  DOOR I S  A  COLLEAGUE ,  SOMEONE
WHO HAS  STRENGTHS ,  TALENTS ,  AND AB I L I T I ES  THAT  ARE  NEEDED

TO HELP  US  ACCOMPL ISH  OUR  DA I LY  GOALS .    MEMBERS  AND STAFF
STEP  INTO MANY  D I F FERENT  ROLES  IN  THE  CLUBHOUSE ,  INCLUD ING

COLLEAGUE ,  CO-WORKER ,  FR I END ,  PEER ,  EVALUATOR ,  DEC IS ION
MAKER ,  GU IDE ,  INSTRUCTOR ,  AND L EADER .    THERE  I S  A  PALPABLE

ENERGY  THAT  COMES  FROM ENGAGING EACH OTHER  TO  TRY
SOMETH ING NEW ,  CHALLENG ING ,  NEEDED .  

  I  DEPEND ON MY  COLLEAGUES  FOR  HELP  IN  COUNTLESS  WAYS  AND
AM GRATEFUL  FOR  TH IS  SUPPORT .    I  TH INK  PEOPLE  HAVE  H IGH

EXPECTAT IONS  OF  ME  AND I T  G IVES  ME  THE  CONF IDENCE  I  NEED  TO
GET  THROUGH A  TOUGH ASS IGNMENT  OR  D I F F ICULT  DAY .    WHEN  I
FAL L  SHORT ,  I  APPREC IATE  THE  ENCOURAGEMENT  AND SUPPORT  I

RECE IVE  TO  GET  R IGHT  BACK  AT  I T .    I  AM FORTUNATE  TO  BE  A
PART  OF  A  COMMUN ITY  THAT  HAS  NUMEROUS  DA I LY  EXAMPLES  OF

PEOPLE  ACH I EV ING AND SURPASS ING OUR  H IGHEST
EXPECTAT IONS .    WE  ARE  CONSTANTLY  RE INFORCED IN  OUR

CONV ICT ION THAT  EVERYONE  BENEF I TS  FROM SHARED  HOPE  AND
OPT IM ISM .  

I F  YOU EVER  NEED  A  BOOST ,  COME  ON BY  AND GET  READY  TO
JUMP IN .    THERE  I S  A  LOT  OF  SUPPORT  TO GET  YOU INTO THE

SWING OF  TH INGS ,  AND LOTS  OF  APPREC IAT ION  FOR  THE  HE LP .  

SEE  YOU SOON ,  
MARK  



ADMIN .  TEAM:  Ju l y  was  anothe r  jam-packed  month  o f  member  par t i c ipa t ion  a t  H i l l sg rove
C lubhouse  soc ia l  ac t i v i t i es .   Members  were  we l l  rep resen ted  a t  the  Ju l y  4  cookout  and
games  hos ted  by  f ron t-o f- the-s ta f f  Dawn and  Pau l i ne .   Member  tu rnou t  was  p lanned  to
be  g reat  bu t  an  an  un fo reseen  power  ou tage  meant  the  cance l la t ion  o f  the  fes t i v i t i es
and  Dawn and  Pau l i ne  c lean ing  ou t  the  HC f reeze r  and  re f r ige ra to r .  Tu rnou t  fo r  the
Karaoke  and  Doughboys  Thu rsday  soc ia l  on  the  10  rebounded we l l  w i th  a  to ta l  o f  ten
members  a t tend ing  the  even ing .   Members  had  the  oppor tun i t y  to  make  the i r  own
doughboys  wh ich  was  a  n ice  t rea t .   Watch  ou t  Iggy ’ s !   Wh i l e  members  and  s ta f f  p lay
hard  togethe r ,  t hey  a l so  work  hard  togethe r  i n  comple t ing  the  tasks  o f  the  work-
ordered-day  (WOD) .  Members  have  been  p ick ing  up  the  “ s lack ”  du r ing  the  s ta f f  summer
vacat ion  season .   Some o f  th i s  s lack  has  been  p icked  up  by  i n tegra t ing  new members
in to  the  Un i t s  WOD tasks ,  t ra in ing  and  suppor t i ng  new members  i n  the  tasks  wh i l e
deve lop ing  re la t ionsh ips  w i th  the  members .   Jus t  as  members  and  s ta f f  bu i ld
re la t ionsh ips  so  too  do  new members  w i th  o the r  members .   Th i s  i s  the  l i f e  g i v ing  cyc le
wh ich  g i ves  b i r th  to  an  ac t i ve ,  suppor t i ve ,  and  work ing  c lubhouse  commun i t y .   Member
and  s ta f f ;  member  and  member  re la t ionsh ips  a re  the  l eaven  to  a  g row ing  hea l thy
c lubhouse  commun i t y .  Team members  con t inue  to  work  i n  a  va r ie ty  o f  T rans i t i ona l ,
Suppor ted ,  and  Independent  emp loyment  pos i t i ons .   Kev in  S .  was  recen t l y  recogn i zed  as
“Pa r tne r  o f  the  Month ”  a t  the  Boot  Ba rn  i n  Warw ick .  Who  he  i s  and  the  sk i l l  se t  he  b r ings
w i th  h im to  h i s  work  a re  obv ious l y  apprec ia ted  by  Boot  Ba rn  team members .   Someth ing
the  HC commun i t y  has  apprec ia ted  and  recogn i zed  fo r  a  long  t ime .   John  F .  con t inues  to
do  an  ou ts tand ing  job  in  the  TBH  Copy/Data  En t r y  C le r k  TEP  and  w i l l  be  he lp ing  to  ass i s t
i n  t rans i t i on ing  a  member  i n to  the  pos i t i on .  Recent l y  John  repor ted :   “ I ’m  back  a t  the  top
o f  my  game wh ich  i s  a  g rea t  fee l i ng .   Work ing  has  been  a  huge  par t  o f  where  I ’m  a t  and
how I ’m  fee l i ng . ”   What  a  p ro found  tes tament  to  the  va lue  o f  work  i n  the  members
recovery  and  Psycho-Soc ia l  Rehab i l i ta t ion  p rocess .   Ju l y  has  been  a  fas t-paced month
f i l l ed  w i th  many  member  accompl i shments ,  too  numerous  to  s ta te  he re  bu t
acknow ledged w i th  enormous  happ iness ,  j oy ,  and  exc i tement .   Congra tu la t ions  to  a l l  ou r
members  and  s ta f f  who  a re  so  commi t ted  to  the i r  recovery  and  mak ing  HC a  we lcoming
suppor t i ve  commun i t y   fo r  tha t  recovery  to  take  p lace .     

t h

t h
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Azalea - Helping with News at Noon

FRONT  OF  THE  HOUSE  UPDATE  
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We have been very busy in the café lately! We’ve been putting out all kinds of
delicious treats—cookies, muffins, egg sandwiches, chocolate-covered

pretzels, yogurt parfaits, and plenty of other baked goods to brighten your
day.

We’ve also had some wonderful new members joining us behind the counter.
If anyone is curious about how the café runs or would like to learn more, we’d
love to have you stop by! We’re running rotating shifts now, so there’s always

a way to get involved.
For those who love baking or have a favorite recipe they’d like to share, the

café is the perfect place to bring your ideas to life. Come bake with us and see
your creations enjoyed by our community!

This past week, I even had the chance to bake a birthday cake with Azalea’s
help—it was such a fun and rewarding project.

I’m truly grateful for the kindness and patience of everyone who supports the
café. There is nothing better than the simple joy of kindness, whether it’s in

the form of a smile, a “thank you,” or someone taking a moment to appreciate
what we do.

Working in the café alongside fellow members has been such a rewarding
experience, and I look forward to seeing even more of you stop by—whether

it’s to enjoy a treat, lend a hand, or just share in the good vibes we’re building
together.

- Melissa M. & Beth B.

CAFE UNIT



FEBRUARY  2025 PAGE  5

Kitchen Unit Updates

  The month of July for the kitchen unit focused on healthy side
dishes. Due to excessive heat waves this month, the kitchen focused
on providing healthy cold dishes loaded with vegetables.
 Welcome new member Stefanie M. & Beth B. Welcome back Ralph B.
& Nancy C. Thank you Beth B. for providing the kitchen with new
recipes. The kitchen is taking suggestions for more healthy summer
dishes.
  In the garden the blueberries are growing. Also there was two UFO
squash that were harvested. The snap peas are great on the salads
and came right from the raised garden bed. I wonder if the Cafe will
build yogurt parfaits with the fresh blueberries by the end of this
summer?
  Shout out to Tom I. who continues to do well at his TEP & volunteer
in the kitchen unit. 
 As always, we celebrated July birthdays with a fabulous Berry
Chantilly  cake, made by Melissa M. & Azalea Z.

Cream of Spinach Kale Soup



Employment & Education
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E m p l o y m e n t  a n d  E d u c a t i o n  D i n n e r :  T h e r e  w a s  n o  d i n n e r  t h i s  p a s t
m o n t h .   A l l  e n j o y e d  a  n i c e  s u m m e r  b r e a k .   D i n n e r s  w i l l  r e s u m e  i n
A u g u s t .

N e x t  D i n n e r :  T h e  n e x t  d i n n e r  w i l l  b e  W e d n e s d a y  A u g u s t  2 7 t h  f r o m
4 p m - 6 : 3 0 p m .  P l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t  t o  J e f f  o r  P a u l i n e  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  o r  i f
y o u  p l a n  t o  j o i n  u s .

E m p l o y m e n t :  W e  M a k e  R I  c o n t i n u e s  t o  h o s t  a  m o n t h l y  j o b  f a i r s .
P l e a s e  v i s i t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  f o r  d a t e s  a n d  t i m e s ,  o r  s t o p  b y  t h e  u n i t  t o
s e e  t h e  p o s t i n g .  C o n g r a t s  t o  A l e x  T  o n  h i s  n e w  p o s i t i o n  a t
A d v a n c e d  A u t o .

T E P :   W e  h a v e  a   i s  a  b r a n d  n e w  T E  f o r  t h e  c l u b .   I t s  a  j a n i t o r i a l
p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  G a r d e n  C i t y  O l d  N a v y  a n d  w e  a r e  v e r y  e x c i t e d  t o
h a v e  t h i s  n e w  o p p o r t u n i t y .
W e  h a v e  t h e  j a n i t o r i a l  p o s i t i o n  a t  W a r w i c k  O l d  N a v y  c o m i n g  u p ,
P l e a s e  s e e  R o s a r i a  o r  P a u l i n e  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s .

E d u c a t i o n :  T h i s  m o n t h  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a t  C r o s s r o a d s  w e n t  b a c k  t o
c l a s s  a f t e r  a  3  w e e k  b r e a k .   M o s t  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  e n j o y i n g  t h e i r
l a s t  m o n t h  o f f  o n  s u m m e r  b r e a k  b e f o r e  t h e  F a l l  s e m e s t e r  s t a r t s .

S H O U T O U T S :  E t h a n  h i t  1 , 0 0 0  d a y s  o n  D u o l i n g o  t h i s  p a s t  m o n t h ,
W a y  t o  g o ! !   
C o n g r a t s  t o  K e v i n  o n  b e i n g  a w a r d e d  “ P a r t n e r  o f  t h e  M o n t h ”  f o r  J u n e
a t  t h e  B o o t  B a r n ! !
A z a l e a  h a s  b e e n  s h a r i n g  h e r  s i g n  l a n g u a g e  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h  t h e  c l u b
d a i l y  b y  l e a d i n g  u s  i n  “ S i g n  o f  t h e  D a y ” .   
R a y n a  r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  h e r  d r i v e r s  p e r m i t  a n d  D e r i c k  B  p a s s e d  h i s
d r i v e r s  t e s t !   W e  a r e  s o  h a p p y  f o r  y o u  b o t h ! !



H I L LSGROVE  GARDEN  REPORT  
BY  BOB  W .

EVERY  YEAR  WE  TRY  TO  ADD ANOTHER  NEW TYPE  OF  VEGETABLE  OR  TYPE  OF
TOMATO ,  OR  PEPPER ,  OR  WHATEVER  TO  SHAKE  TH INGS  UP  A  B I T  SO  WE  CAN F IND
WHAT  WORKS  BEST  IN  OUR  L I TT LE  GARDEN  HERE  AT  H I L LSGROVE .  TH IS  YEAR  WE ’RE
TRY ING KALETTES ,  MAL IBAR  SP INACH ,  AND GO ING “AL L  IN ”  ON  THE  SMALLER  S I Z ED

TOMATOES  L I K E  CHERRY  AND PLUM TOMATOES .  OUR  GARDEN  I S  ALWAYS  A  WORK  IN
PROGRESS .  WE  TRY  ONE  TH ING ,  I F  I T  WORKS ,  OR  I F  I T ’ S  POPULAR  WE  KEEP  GO ING .  AN
ITEM THAT  HAS  BEEN  ALWAYS  APPREC IATED  IN  THE  K I TCHEN  I S  GARL IC .  WE ’VE  JUST

HARVESTED  CLOSE  TO  100  HEADS  OF  GARL IC .  I ’M  ALWAYS  AMAZED  HOW QU ICKLY  WE
CAN GO THROUGH THAT  MUCH HERE  AT  H I L LSGROVE!  FRESH  GARL IC  ALWAYS  L ENDS

A REAL  N ICE  F LAVOR TO WHAT ’S  COOK ING .  ONE  OTHER  TH ING THAT  WAS  ADDED
TH IS  YEAR  REAL LY  SHOOK TH INGS  UP .  H I S  NAME  I S  MR .  WOODCHUCK .  L I K E  THE  SONG ,

CHUCKY ’ S  IN  LOVE  (WITH  OUR  GARDEN) .  HE  S IMPLY  CAN ’ T  GET  ENOUGH .  I  DO
BEL I EVE  I T  M IGHT  BE  A  GU I LTY  P LEASURE  ON H IS  PART  BECAUSE  I F  HE  SEES  ANY  OF

US  HUMANS  COMING HE  RUNS  AWAY AND H IDES  UNDERNEATH  THE  SHED .
WOODCHUCKS ,  A LSO CALLED  GROUNDHOGS OR  WH ISTLE  P IGS  ARE  BAS ICALLY

SQU IRRELS  ON STERO IDS .  THEY  WE IGH  ABOUT  AS  MUCH AS  A  CAT  AND CAN CL IMB .
I T ’ L L  TAKE  AN  E L ECTR IC  FENCE  OR  VERY  LARGE  FENCE  TO KEEP  ONE  OUT .  BY  THE  WAY ,
THOSE  FENCES  ARE  NOT  IN  OUR  BUDGET ,  SO  NOPE .  R . I .  LAWS ARE  STR ICT  IN  THAT  WE

CANNOT  L IVE  TRAP  WOODCHUCKS ,  WE  CANNOT  SNAP  TRAP  H IM  AND WE  CAN ’ T
PO ISON H IM .  APPARENTLY  L ICENSED  OPERATORS  CAN TAKE  CARE  OF  THEM . .  SO  MR .
CHUCK HAS  “ONLY ”  DESTROYED  THE  SNOW PEAS  AND THE  BEANS  AS  THEY  COME  UP
SO FAR…  I F  ANYONE  HAS  A  HANKER ING FOR  WOODCHUCK STEW… I ’ L L  PROV IDE  THE
HERBS  I F  YOU WANT! !  FOR  FREE ! !  THOSE  OF  YOU GENTLE  READERS  WHO FOLLOW
TH IS  REPORT ,  YOU ’ L L  REMEMBER  THAT  WE  HAD FOR  THREE  LONG YEARS  OPTED  TO

NOT  HAVE  CUCURB ITS  IN  THE  GARDEN .  CUCU-WHAT  YOU ASK??  CUCURB ITS ,  THAT ’ S
AL L  SQUASH ,  AND AL L  MELONS ,  ADD IN  CUCUMBERS  TOO THEY ’RE  THE  SAME  P LANT-
TYPE-FAMI LY .  I T ’ S  BECAUSE  A  FUNGUS  ATTACKED  THE  L EAVES  ON THE  CUCURB ITS  IN

202 1 .  AFTER  3  YEARS ,  THE  “ FUNGUS  I S  NO LONGER  AMONG US . ”  SO  WE  ARE  DO ING
PRETTY  WEL L  TH IS  YEAR  W ITH  OUR  CUCURB ITS !  WE ’VE  HAD “ PATTY  PAN ”  SQUASH ,

TWO TYPES  OF  ZUCCH IN I ,  AND WE  ARE  CAUT IOUSLY  OPT IM IST IC  FOR  SOME  FRENCH
MELONS  W I L L  MAKE  AN  APPEARANCE .  FRENCH MELONS  ARE  S IM I LAR  TO  CANTALOUPE ,

BUT  FROM WHAT  I ’ VE  READ ARE  TAST I ER .  WE ’ L L  SEE !  A  SHOUT  OUT  TO AL L  OF  OUR
MEMBERS  WHO HAVE  STEPPED  UP  TO  HELP  IN  THE  GARDEN! !  KNOW THAT  WE

APPREC IATE  YOU! !  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

I N  CASE  OF  INCLEMENT  WEATHER ,  CALL  THE
CLUBHOUSE  AT  40 1-732-0970  TO SEE  I F  WE ’RE  OPEN .
WE  W I L L  L EAVE  A  MESSAGE .   I F  NO ONE  ANSWERS  THE
PHONE ,  DO NOT  COME  IN .   WE  W I L L  ALSO UPDATE  OUR

SOCIAL  MED IA  PAGES  TO  G IVE  YOU MUCH NEEDED
INFO .   I F  WE  ARE  HAV ING BAD WEATHER ,  TH INK  ABOUT
YOUR COMFORT  L EVEL  WH I L E  MAK ING YOUR  DEC IS ION .

I T  I S  BEST  TO  STAY  HOME  AND BE  SAFE .

ON  MONDAY  AUGUST  1 1  WE  ARE  ONLY  OPEN  10-2  FOR
A SOCIAL  EVENT .  

T H

THE INTERNS FROM NEW ENGLAND TECH WILL BE HERE THE FOLLOWING
FRIDAYS FROM 8:30-12:00:  AUGUST 1 , st

AUGUST 15 , SEPTEMBER 1 , and SEPTEMBER 12 . th st th

PLEASE JOIN US ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 8  AT 10 AM AS MOLLY THE
MASTER GARDENER WILL BE HERE TO HELP WITH GARDENING AND/OR

CENTERPIECES.    

TH
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August Social Events

August 27, 2025
Employment Dinner
4-6:30

August  14, 2025
Washington County Fair
2-6:30

August 2, 2025
Hiking at RW Park + Lunch
10-2
 

August 11, 2025
Victory Day BBQ
10-2

TYPED  BY  HAYLEE

August  23, 2025
Movie and Games
4-6:30



If you're interested in learning more about Hillsgrove
Clubhouse or would like to get in touch with us to schedule
a tour, please contact us at one of the links below:

We hope our readers have enjoyed reading our
August, 2025 edition of our newsletter!

401-732-0970

hillsgroveclubhouse@gmail.com

www.hillsgroveclubhouseri.org

www.facebook.com/hillsgroveclubhouse

http://facebook.com/hillsgroveclubhouse
http://www.hillsgroveclubhouse.org/

